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High Priestess Lady Cynthia Rudd, Grand High Priestess
st Motto: “Have Courage and Be Kind”

Recorder

High Priestess

The Holiday Season is in overdrive after a very busy last half of November! We

concluded the month of November by welcoming a new class of ladies into the 2025-
2026 Whimsical Mystic Ladies Class, representing LOS throughout the Northwest,
Northeast, and Central parts of Arizona, participating in several parades and communi-

ty activities, and supporting our friends at Oasis Court #75 in Tucson.

As we hustle into the month of December, it's Party Season. | am looking forward
to visiting the units and mingling with friends, new members, and guests. It is always
such a great time enjoying the different meals and activities that the units have
planned. IMPORTANT COURT MEETING DATE CHANGE...Our monthly court
meeting has been changed to December 15th. Dinner will be at 530 pm (don't forget
to RSVP to Lady Margie), and the meeting will be at 7 pm. The December meeting is
also our festive holiday attire meeting. As you make plans for your attire, please re-
member the meeting dress code will still apply.

After holiday recovery, in January, it's back to business as usual. Membership Tea, Unit meetings, Official Vis-
its, and Fundraisers are just a few of the things planned. Be on the lookout for information on the January Mem-
bership Tea, and Court and Travel Fundraisers throughout the newsletter.

I wish everyone a very special and joyous holiday season.

Mermaid Splashes and Butterfly Whispers,

Lady Mechelle Gaines, High Priestess
Phone: 719-229-9226,

Email: emeraldmermaid2526@gmail.com
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Officers’ Offerings

Princess
Hello Ladies! It's been nice to be back after a long hot summer. | hope everyone is rested up, as it
looks like the calendar is pretty full of a lot of fun things coming up.

I would like to welcome the new ladies that just joined our Court. Christmas is just around the cor-
ner and | hope to see a lot of you at the various Christmas parties. Come out and have some fun together.

Not much on airfare for Grand Council in Florida as it’s still far away. But | will keep you posted in the coming
months.
May the Force Be With You....

Lady Lou Ann Speas, Princess
Phone: 480-510-2896, Email: littletyrant1960@aol.com

Associate Princess

We had a very generous meeting in October. A big thank you to the Clowns who came through
with their annual card gathering and to everyone else who donated to the Un-Limited Camp fund-
raiser. You still have two opportunities to donate and sign the Christmas Card.

Our pillowcase project is doing well and Mohave Club has jumped in and made several. | think

we will exceed my goal of 100. I'm still trying to schedule another workshop some time in January
or February. [I'll keep you posted.

Hope everyone has wonderful and joyous Holidays.

Heavenly Hawk Hugs,
Lady Dennice Dunaway, Associate Princess
Phone: 602-628-7820, Email: dundealaz@gmail.com

First Ceremonial Lady

Happy Holidays! May we all enjoy the reason for the season. Faith, Family, and Community.

I would like to welcome our new members to Sphinx Court #65. We encourage each of you to
come to the different unit meetings to find one that fits your needs/likes.

| realize at this time of year we have many obligations which may lead to appreciating and
working with others with like interests. If you find someone in your community that would benefit

from our camaraderie and likes helping others, please send their information to me. | will be inviting them to our
next Membership Tea planned for Sunday, January 4, 2026. Thank you in advance...

Lady Debbie Sise, 1st Ceremonial Lady
Phone: 810-923-0024, Email: mypolasha@icloud.com

Director Staff

Fez Hard Cases $55
Plastic Fez Cases $15
Ginny Fain
480-548-2725

CACTUS CHATTER UPDATE EMAILS
If you are not receiving emails from the Cactus
Chatter Updates list, please contact Linda Curry,
PHP to be added. /kcurryl@cox.net
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Officers’ Offerings

Second Ceremonial Lady

Hello ladies,

Well, the holidays are upon us, and everyone is getting so busy. | want each of you to have a
wonderful Thanksgiving and Christmas.

The December Court meeting has changed the date to December 15, 2025, the dinner will be at 5:30pm with
the Court meeting at 7:00pm. We will be having Sliced Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Salad, a Vegetable and
Cake. The cost is $15.00. | need to know if you are coming to dinner by December 4, 2025. If you are on the
permanent list, | only need to know by December 4, 2025, if you are not attending.

The January Court meeting will be on January 26, 2026, the dinner will be at 5:30pm with the Court meeting
at 7:00pm. We will be having Beef Stroganoff with Noodles, Vegetables and Sherbert. The dinner cost is
$15.00. | will need to know if you are coming to dinner. If you are on the permanent list, I only need to know if
you are not attending.

Lady Margie Brakefield, 2nd Ceremonial Lady,
Phone: 928-587-2133, Email: davenmargie2000@gmail.com

Recorder

ROSTER CHANGES

Lady Holly Swortzel, 3730 W Bloomfield Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85029-2014
Lady Mary Stanfield, 1958 S Pearl Drive, Camp Verde, AZ 86322-6914 (winter);
9548 Summers Point Lane, Hayward, WI 54843-5504 (summer) #(602) 300-06156

***x**x2025 DUES of $35.00 WERE DUE ON APRIL 1, 2025%**** %k *x
Make your check payable to Sphinx Court #65
Mail to c/o Linda Curry, 1550 N EI Camino Drive, Tempe, AZ 85288-1426
Your self-addressed, stamped envelope for return of your dues card is greatly appreciated.

ATTENTION:
We can now accept Zelle payments. Use the following email address:
recorder@sphinxcourt65.org Be sure to include the purpose of your payment.

If you would like to have your email address in the next Court roster, please send an email to Ikcurryl@cox.net
from the address you would like included giving permission.

Lady Linda Curry, PHP
Phone: 602-619-4313, Email: lkcurryl@cox.net
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Unit and Club Happenings

Ceremonial Pageantry

H.P. Lady Mechelle, you had a lovely Ceremonial.
Welcome to all our new members. Our Unit tells the
Story at Ceremonials. Hope you enjoyed it.

We meet three times a year: February, April and
November. Please come to our next meeting. The
date and time still to be determined. You'll be in-
formed via the Cactus Chatter update.

Ceremonial Pageantry would like to wish everyone
a Happy Thanksgiving as well as Merry Christmas and
a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year!

Happy Holidays,
Lady Gina Baird, PHP—Vice President

The Ladies of Mohave Club

The Ladies of Mohave have been hard at work as
we move closer to forming our new court, Mohave
Court. Our group has grown to twenty-five members,
and we are continuing to welcome new ladies who wish
to join this wonderful organization. We extend heartfelt
thanks to all the Ladies of Sphinx for their support, en-
couragement, and guidance as we reach this exciting
milestone.

In November, we proudly participated in the Veter-
ans Day Parade, handing out over eight cases of water
to parade watchers and marchers. The event was well
attended by local veterans and seniors, and we were
honored to give back to our community in such a
meaningful way. We're now preparing to spread more
holiday cheer by joining the Bullhead City Christmas
Boombox Parade on December 5th, followed by our
festive Christmas Party on December 12th at the Moha-
ve Shrine Club.

This holiday season, we've also launched a Senior
Needs Drive to collect comfort items requested by local
seniors in need — including twin bed sheets, blankets,
warm pajamas, no-slip socks, medicine organizers,
game books, snacks, and gift cards. It's our way of
bringing warmth and joy to those who need it most.
We also wish to congratulate Lady Kim Kearns, our La-
dies of Mohave Vice President, on being named our La-
dy of the Quarter. Lady Kim has been instrumental in
our growth and success, and her dedication, leadership,
and enthusiasm continue to inspire us all.

And don'’t forget to save the date! Our annual Tea
Party will take place on February 28th, benefiting
Shriners Children’s through the Sphinx Associate Prin-
cess Project. It's sure to be a beautiful afternoon of fel-
lowship, fashion, and fun for a great cause.

Lady Jessica Tary, President

Clown Unit

Our visit to Pas De Cristo Community Center was a
success. We prepared and served 256 meals. Thank
you to all who came, including Judy Lough and Deb-
bie Sise.

November was a busy month. On November 22,
we had some who went to Winslow parade, clowning
around. Then some dressed up and went to Oasis
Court for their Ceremonial. Our baby Boots song was
a hit at WAOUM, and we returned for our own Cere-
monial on November 23. Welcome to all the new la-
dies.

Our Christmas party will be on December 6 at 5
pm at the Temple; everyone is invited. We will do-
nate gift cards to Homeless Youth Connection. Earli-
er that day, Clowns will be face painting at the Air
Force Base 944th Annual Fighter Wing family
event. We love clowning around and working for the
community

Please join our meetings. at the Temple, second
Thursday of each month. Dinner and social hour
starting at 530 from the menu, then the meeting
starts at 7 pm.

Wishing everyone a beautiful fall, a grateful
Thanksgiving, and a Merry Christmas.

Lady Greer Baldwin, aka Glitter - V.P.

SPHINX
NO. 65

GREETERS

Court and Unit Name Tags
Choice of Red or BlueInk
M agnetic Name Tag - $15.00
Pin Back Name Tag - $10.00

e Unit Bar - $7.00

Director Staff

Greetings and Happy Holidays! The Director Staff
is always busy and looking for projects. We are hav-
ing our Holiday Party on December 7". We are col-
lecting gift cards and items for the Homeless Youth
Connection ($25 Gift Cards- Walmart Target. $25
Food Gift Cards and small gifts (journals, candy,
small games)). We are doing this in lieu of gifts. We
are celebrating with Ceremonial Pageantry. It is sure
to be a great time. It will be a pot luck so you know
the food will be great!

At our last meeting our Chief presented Lady Lin-
da Curry, Court Recorder and PHP an honorary mem-
bership to the Director Staff! We are so honored to
have her. Our next meeting has been changed to
January 14, 2026. No host dinner in the Red Fez at
5:30 and our meeting at 7:00pm. Wishing you all a
safe, happy, healthy and prosperous New Year!

Indian Love,

Lady Debbie Smith, PHP, Assistant Chief

Merry Christmas!

Past High
Priestess Club
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Unit and Club Happenings

Sphinx Patrol

Believe it or not, the holiday season is nigh, la-
dies! Sphinx Patrol is ready to prance our way
through all of the upcoming events and parties while
we enjoy good food, camaraderie and an abundance
of holiday spirit.

The Sphinx Patrol ladies wish to extend a joyous
welcome and hearty congratulations to the ladies
who just joined Sphinx Court in November! In case
you're curious, Sphinx Patrol performs choreo-
graphed marches and has the honor of acting as es-
corts during certain Court events (plus we sneak
some giggling into what we do, too). If you are inter-
ested in being a part of a jolly performing unit, please
join us at one of our meetings and see what it's all
about! All Sphinx Court members are welcome.

Although we normally meet at El Zaribah on the
third Tuesday of the month, Sphinx Patrol’'s Decem-
ber “meeting” will be our holiday party, which will be
on Friday, December 12th at El Zaribah, starting at
5:30 p.m. Please RSVP by December 5th to the
Sphinx Patrol Lieutenant, Lady Debbie Smith, PHP,
at djlosna2020@yahoo.com.

Our next regular meeting will be on January 20,
2026 at El Zaribah. Practice will start promptly at
6:30 p.m., followed by our meeting at 7:00 p.m This
meeting will also be our Official Visit for the High
Priestess, and dessert will be served after the meet-
ing. If you want to eat dinner before practice, the
Shrine’s dining room (the Red Fez Room) opens at
5:30 p.m. and its normal dinner menu will be availa-
ble.

We hope you all have a safe holiday season that
is full of merriment and delight, all the way into the
new year!

Lady Amy Wilson, Captain

Greeters

On behalf of the Greeters Unit | want to once again
welcome our new members. | enjoyed meeting all of
you prior to the Ceremonial, talking with you about our
organization, particularly our unit and answering your
questions. | encourage you to come to our meetings
and hopefully join us.

We will be having our After Holiday Party on Satur-
day January 10, 2026 at Manuels in Tempe starting at
11:30AM. Our next meeting will be Saturday February
7, 2026. We will be having elections that day. Also, we
will be having a unit table at the Festival of Trees this
year, Please come find us!

As we are the Travel Unit for next year I'd like to
remind you of the ongoing Value of your Name. This is
a great fund raiser for out of towners and for those
Ladies who are unable to attend Court. Just find the
value of your name, write a check and send it to the
Court Recorder with Travel Fund in the notation line.
There's a NORWEX Basket opportunity, too. These
products are eco-friendly. There should be a flyer in-
serted in this Cactus Chatter issue with a picture of the
basket. It's worth over $1000.00! The NORWEX Basket
will be on display at the Winter Festival with tickets to
buy. Our third fund-raiser will be a BUNCO Game
Night on Saturday February 7, 2026. It was such a big
hit last year!

By the time you receive this newsletter Thanksgiv-
ing will be behind us. So | hope you had a fabulous
day, filled with plenty of food, happiness and your fa-
vorite football team winning. Enjoy the upcoming Holi-
days and see you next year!

Happy Holidays,

Lady Gina Baird, Vice President

SPHINX PATROL

We work hard at having fun executing
choreographed marches and acting as
escorts at Court events.

Monthly meetings and practice
(Third Tuesday of September-May @ 6:30pm).

Any questions, text Sphinx Patrol Captain,
Lady Amy Wilson @ 480-309-9212

NOTICE
If you would like to have your email address in
the next Court roster, please send an email to
lkcurry1@cox.net from the address you would
like included giving permission to publish it.

Past High Priestess Club

Hi Ladies. Can you believe the holidays are
here!? | wish you all health and prosperity during
this holiday season! Our Official Visit with our High
Priestess Lady Mechelle is November 20™. There will
be dinner at 5:30pm and the meeting starts at
6:30pm. This is an opportunity for the line officers
going up the line to ask questions and to pick the
brains of your Past High Priestesses’.

I want to welcome our new Ladies! Please
do remember to visit the different Units. That is real-
ly where your friendships grow. | hope you enjoy
your What is L.O.S.N.A. guide. Don’t be afraid to ask
guestions when you come to court or visit the differ-
ent Units. We want to make sure you enjoy your
time and have fun learning about our wonderful or-
ganization and why we do what we do.

Raggedy Ann Hugs,

Lady Debbie Smith, PHP, President
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Travel Fund
Fundraiser!!

The Yalue of Your Name

Calling all members of Sphinx Court #65!

All of our names have value - see a fun way below to determine how much your name
is worth.

Directions: Using the alphabet below add up the VALUE of all the letters in your name
to get the total amount of your donation.

A B c D E F G H | J K L M

$1.30 | $.55 $.60 $.95 $1.10 | $.35 $.95 $.30 $1.15 | $.50 $.75 $.50 $1.20

N 0 P Q R S T U \Y w X Y Z
$.25 $1.05 | $.80 $.05 $.85 $.70 $1.00 | $.40 $.65 $.15 $.20 $1.25 | 8.10

For example:
A N D I E L A C 0 M B E
$1.30 | $.25 $.95 $1.15 | $1.10 $.50 $1.30 | $.60 $1.05 | $1.20 | $.55 $1.10

Your donation would be $11.05

Consider making a donation in the name of family members, friends and even your
pets!

We welcome all donations and THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT OF OUR COURT!

Please either give this completed form to Andie at Court with your payment or mail this
form along with your payment payable to Sphinx Court #65 to:

Andie Lacombe
11523 E. Adobe Road
Mesa, AZ 85207-2208
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Committee Reports

Sunshine Report

10/26—Lady Lynn Hatch, PHP—sends thanks for all the
cards and well wishes. She is waiting on surgery
10/26—Lady Carol Halling—she is doing well.

If you hear of anyone with good news or sickness, con-
tact Lady Linda Curry, PHP at 602-619-4313 or email
Ikcurryl@cox.net. She will send out the Cactus Chatter
Updates via email and Lady Karen MacDougall, PHP, is
her back up. Lady Kacy Baxter and Lady Taime Ben-
gochea will be sending out cards.

Be A
Lady in Red
Join the
[Ceremonial Pageantry

Contact LADY JANE SHELDON
480-710-5975

Dancing puppets in parades,
Shriners kids with painted faces,
Creative costumes made with love,
Clowns excel in many places.

If you would rather smile than frown,
We like your style, become a CLOWN!

Contact the Sphinx Court #65 Clown Unit
Pam Wade, President @ 602-758-2370
sphinxcourtclownunit@gmail.com

Cactus Chatter Editor
Lady Karen MacDougall, PHP
623-337-3226 Email: kemac999@cox.net
8103 W. Hess Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85043
www.sphinxcourt65.org

2025 W.A.0.U.M. Committee

Well ladies we DID IT!!! We had our last meeting
in October, issued checks to all the units, paid the bills
and paid back the Court! Whew!!!l | want to person-
ally thank ALL of you! This was a group effort, and
everyone stepped up for sure. | want to give a special
shout out to my VP Lady Janet and our coach and #1
helper Lady Bobbie, PHP for all of her help and guid-
ance. Last but certainly not least | want to send a
very special THANK YOU to my Treasurer, Lady Pam
Wade and Secretary Lady Maria Parrish, PHP they
were the real muscle keeping a history of our meetings
and keeping track and paying the bills. Lastly I want
to say thank you to the Court and the Units for trust-
ing me with this BIG job. 1 hope I did you all proud!
It was an honor to serve you! Hugs,

Lady Debbie Smith, PHP

Membership @09/15/2025 200 68th W.A.0.U.M. Committee President

Correction

Initiated 0

Dual 0 H

Reinstated 0 Sphinx Court Ways and Means

Demitted -0

Deceased -0 ) )

Suspended _-0 I hope you all had a great time at the Rock Paint-

Membership @10/22/2025 200 ing event. The event took FUNdraising to new heights.
The fellowship and laughter was wonderful to experi-

ence.

Please remember we will be drawing the winner of
our Pamper Me Basket on the Sunday of Feztival of
Trees. If you are wanting tickets please reach out to
me. The tickets are 1 for $1.00 or 6 for $5.00.

I am finalizing the date for our next event in the
Spring so stay tuned for more information.

Thank you all for your story of the Temple and for
assisting us to reach our goals for Ways and Means.

Lady Connie Massey, Court Ways & Means Chair
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Calendar of Events for 2025 - UPDATED 11/16/2025
All activities are at the Shrine Auditorium unless otherwise stated.

December—2025
12/06—Clowns Holiday Party, 5pm
12/07—Director Staff/Ceremonial Pageantry

Holiday Party, 5:30pm
12/12—Sphinx Patrol Holiday Party, 5:30pm
12/12—L adies of Mohave Holiday Party

Mohave Shrine Club

12/15—Court Meeting, 7pm
Dinner at 5:30pm

January—2026
01/04 - Membership Tea
01/08—Clowns Meeting, 7pm
01/10—Greeters Holiday Party, 11:30am
Manuel’s in Tempe

01/14—Director Staff Meeting, 7pm
01/20—Sphinx Patrol, Meeting, 7pm
01/26 - Court Meeting, 7pm

Dinner at 5:30pm

February—2026
02/04—Director Staff Mtg/Elections, 7pm
02/07—Greeters Mtg/Elections, TBD
02/07—Bunco Party
Travel Fund Fundraiser
02/12—Clowns Mtg/Elections, 7pm
02/17—Sphinx Patrol Mtg/Elections, 7pm
02/23—Court Meeting, 7pm
Dinner at 5:30pm
TBD—Ceremonial Pageantry Mtg/Elections
TBD—PHP Club Mtg/Elections




